Cutting edge: immediate RANTES secretion by resting memory CD8 T cells following antigenic stimulation.
The efficiency of CD8 memory response relies partially on the modification of cellular functional capacities. To identify effector functions that can be modified following priming, we have compared the chemokines produced by naive and memory CD8 T cells. Our results show that in contrast to naive cells, resting memory CD8 T cells contain high levels of RANTES mRNA. As a result, they have the capacity to rapidly secrete RANTES upon ex vivo antigenic stimulation. In contrast to that of IFN-gamma, RANTES secretion is mainly due to the translation of the pre-existing mRNA.